
WEATHER FORECAST.
Rain to-da- y; fair and slightly colder to-

morrow; moderate north windi. IT SHINES FOPv ALL
Highest temperature yesterday, 66; lowest, 44. tin.Detailed weather report! on last paga.
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WHISKEY BAN

DEC. 31 IS NEW

ALBANY MOVE

Drys Spring Surprise in
Favorable Report on

Compromise Bill.

PERMITS WINE AND BEER

Saloon Licenses toUo Lower,
but Hard Liquor Is to Be

Tabooed Forever.

fpreinl Pfpatch to Tns Sok.
Albany, March 31. New York State

irlih nothing to drink but wine and beer
af:er December 31 Is now the prospect.

fter what happened In the I.cglsla- -

tjrc It would not be a btid bet
tint on next New Tear's eve whiskey
and all that fort of hard stuff would run
riot for the last time. And tho tempera-

nce advocates are responsible for the
wove. Having given up hops of the
legislature ratifying Federal prohibition
at this jesslon they are now backing a
kill barring after December 31 the traff-

icking In all liquors except wines and

Jhey sprung a surprise on the wets by
letting ihls measure reported from the
Committee on Taxation and Retrench-ren- t.

The measure Is the amended pro-
hibition war emergency bill which was
htrMucd earlier In the session. In Its
Mirin.il form It excepted wines and
Uer- - but was to take effect September
!) auU continue In effect until six months j

lifter the war. The principal amend-
ments provide that It shall be for all
tin,, even after the war ends, and shall
Income operative at the end of this
!tar

The amended bill was prepared wlth-u- t
tho knowledge of the Senate leaders.

m tho result of a conference held by
Senators James A. Emerson, Republican,
of Warren, chairman of the Committee
en Taxation and Retrenchment; repres-
entatives of the Anti-Saloo- n League
other than Superintendent Anderson.

ho una In New Vork city, and a num-
ber of dry Senators.

nre Meaaire Will Pum.
Senator William H. Hill. leader of the

ty forces and introducer of the Fed-
eral prohibition ratification resolution,
uid that besides the twenty-fou- r Sena-wh- o

have fought for prohibition
nrht along the backers of the bill have
fledges from four other members that
they will support it. Assemblyman
Machold has agreed to Introduce the
measure in the Assembly and is con-lKl- nt

that It will pus there.
Gov, Whitman. It Is certain, would

the bill In the belief that' It is bet
It u get mich a measure than nothing
it all. The bill can become an en-

forceable law under the police powers of
tho State and a constitutional amend-
ment, Is hot needed.

Senator Emerson, who always had
hen considered one of the wets, said to-

day that he had always wanted to pro-- 1

b i the use of whiskey as a beverage.
I it that he did not believe In taking
a ay wine and beer. When he

the report of the bill from his
"mmlttec the wets were all taken by

mrorl'e Not even did Majority Leader
K'.on it Brown know about it, and a
!nn or more Democrats jumped to

the.r feet and demanded to know when
tre Emerson committee met.

Senator Emerson declared that the
oninlttee's record would show, that It.
rr- - this morning and that a majority

of the members voted to report the
rieaimre. In spite of loud protests from
Senators Wagner, Cullen, Boylan and
(otiilo. It was ruled that the bill was

reported.
"Well, It is all news to me," said Sen-

ator Wagner.

Or.1. 3 prr cent. Alcohol In Beer.
The Mil provides that there shall be

re more than 3 per cent, of alcohol In
rer and that wine shall have the

Tiount of alcohol that 1s normal In Its
froluctlon, It reduces the license tax
fr saloon keepers one-thir- d and pro-le- s

that the present volume of tax
ehall he on sales that are ten times more
than the amount of the license, Instead
cf fifteen times. Liquor dealers are to
lave thirty days after the bill goes Into
?.' to dispose of all their distilled

1'quorj
The Senate passed the State constltu-tinr-

hone dry amendment by a vote of
!! to si This measure will have to be
rwl by another Legislature and then

to a ote of the people at the general
tiert'on 'n 1019.

'radically all of the Democrats and
' !lerUhliean voted for It. white, th

'is opposed It on the ground that Its
facers are not sincere and that It in-
terfered with the adoption of the resolu-
te? "t fjing Federal prohibition.

enator George B. Wellli.gton of Troy
'barren ,nal tne measure was drawn In
I'leii an offensive form that it would ret"ry few votes at the poll, and he held
""I 'his wns done purposely.

"III be a howling farce," he said,
o have prohibition administered by

Vork State politicians. I want to
Prohibition administered by the Fed-

eral '"lovernment that la the only surenv It has heen mv .in.H.ni. thatJn the state officials give orders to'
keepers very little attention 1s

raid tr, them, nut orders from the
are always lived up to.

I do not intend to be a party to any such
...mflam game as this. I am sure thatMale, proh hltlon can do no good at this

h.jt it will Interfere wltfi our get-i- -r

IVder.il prohibition, which is the
k nd that will prohibit."

""erplrird by Drys' Coarse.
Se , j , n,,j,tonPd the Hlncerlty' " ' o.iir..r.s of the bill and said he

iir.0,,.,1 tn ( heciiuse "you can't test' '' ' prohibition by a vote on State"h ''it,'
n ,r s.ikp of Albany said he was

"'Tl cd at the position of the drys In
(i'iw.'i(r ii8 amendment, saying thatat "ir they would have given their

" ' wt this measure. Minority
in !" u"'"t"'r declared that the drys

through this session had made a de- -
mir.ed r rfort to prevent the people

a;ing any voice In the prohibition
M lettejp
,.'""" " f'.eorire F Thompson of Nlag-mv- f

i to recommit the measure with
i ' "," ", to report It April 17. the

thirty-eig- cities of the Stato
y Iwal option.

" 1't Ikf l In HAa.Inn at t U n . lmAM
"'M Sage.

1 w lust going to remark," replied

Continued on fourth Pde

DUTCH ATTITUDE

CAUSE FOR WAR,

IS BERLIN VIEW

Germany's Relations, With
Holland "Altered" by

Ship Loan Terms.

SEIZED SHIPS ALL "FIT"

Vessels Jtoadj for Service as
Soon as Crews Can Be Ob-

tained 'for Them.

London--. March 32 Tv.im,(-i,- .

The Hague report that a local news,
agency says mat Germany considers her
relations with Holland altered by the
attitude of the Dutch Government to-

ward the Entente and the United States
and publishes a report that the aban-
donment by the Dutch Government of
" i.itiniiuiiB ICDIIIVIIIT VIKUOCD 111 IL.l
shipping loan terms would be regardec?
uj vicrmany as cause lor war.

Sptchl Dfpatch to Tst Scs.
Washington, March 21. Every one

of the Dutch ships selxed by the United
States Government Is 1U and ready for
sea ami every one will be rushed Into
service. It was learned on high official
authority y. There will be no such
delay In the utilisation of these vessels
ni there was in the case of the German
and Austrian ships which were damaged
by their crews.

A friendly contest has developed In
Washington as to the disposal of these
vessels for operation. It seems likely
that some will be retained by the navy,
but there Is little doubt that a majority
will go to the Shipping Board for oper-
ation In tho transatlantic service. The
vessels are still in possession of the
Navy Department and their disposal will
be determined at a conference between
that department and the Shipping Board
and the Department of Commerce.

Crews Form w Problem.
The.questlon of crews for these vessels

Is giving some concern. Officials here
are hopeful that many members of the
Dutch crews will be willing to continue
on the vessels, otherwise much difficulty
will be encountered in manning them im-

mediately.
Under the law only one-thir- d of the

crew of vessels under the American flag
can be composed of foreigners, but with
the ships under control of either the
Navy Department or the Shipping Board
It Is Intimated the Government would
not proceed against Itself for technical
violation of the las in emergency.

The navy and Shlppliur Board both
have men in reserve ready to m aboard
these vessels, but It may be several days
before their crews are completed,, ly

if the Dutch peamen silow tid
disposition to sail under the Stars and
Striped.

Careful lnspecttonof each of the ves
sel will be made before It puts to sea,.
out nmcials here who have Been In close
touch with the situation say that all of
the vessels arc ready and that few if
any of them will need docking. Most
of the. vessels have been anchored In out-
side mirboiage with moving water about
them and It Is believed their bottoms
have not tieen fouled.

'Will Relieve "lame nock.."
Twelve of the ships were described by

a shipping official y as among the
best on the seas and the best fitted.
They will be used in carrying munitions
and supplies to Europe. A number of
the ships will relieve "lame ducks" In the ,

present transatlantics, service that have
been holding back convoys.

This is expected to benefit the shipping
situation, as a convoy can only move as
fast as the slowest vessel in it. This
also Is true of the time occupied in load-
ing and unloading. The Dutch ships, it
is believed, can maintain good convoy
speed and they are finely equipped for
cargo handling. The vessels they will
relieve from convoys will be utilized In
filling gaps In coastwise shipping.

It Is probable three tank steamships In
the number of vessels selxed will be
taken by the navy to be used as supply
ships for the oil burntng vessels In the
American fleet. Several others suitable
for use as transports may be put to this
service. All those utilized as cargo
carriers will be under control of the ,

Shipping Board,
An ofllclal statement giving the Iden-tlt- y,

tonnage and description of the varl- -'

ous vessels may be Issued after a con- -
fcrence of officials on the subject. a

A Pacific Port, March 21. Armed
naval guards were in charge of three
Dutch eteamshlps In this port y, as
the result of the President's proclama-
tion Issued last nlsht. The vessels were
loaded prior to the seizure, and two of
them had been ready to sail for some
time.

NAVY MEN BOARD SHIPS.,
i

Dutch FInss Still Fly Until For-- 1

nil Receipts Are Given. j

A battalion of Nnva! Reserves under
Commander W. H. McGrann of the navy
yard hoarded forty-thre- e Dutch mer-- '
ch'antmen In the harbor of New York
and contlnguous waters yesterday, and ,

practically, although not formally, as- -,

sumed possession of the fleet. The Nleuw
Amsterdam, biggest of the Holland-Americ- a

liners on this side of the sea,
was exempted from the seizure under
arrangement with this Government be-

fore her lasteet sailing from Rotterdam.
Naval and Coast Guard steam craft

conveyed the Naval Reserves to the va-

rious merchantmen, In dock or at anchor,
and the boarding, while without formal-
ity, was attended with extreme courtesy
on the part of the Dutch officers and the
Americans tn charge of the naval guards.

The Dutch flags flying over taffralla
will not be replaced by the Stars and
Stripes until legal receipts can be given
to every Dutch skipper for his strip. This
will Involve a complete Inventory of the
cargo, stores and equipment of all ehlps
and may take several days. Dutch offi-

cers, sailors and clerks are cooperating
with the naval men In the work.

When the Dutch flag Is formally low-

ered and the American colors are raised
the ships will hava American sailors to
take the place of the former crews. The
Immigration authorities will take charge
of all members of the. crews of the
Dutch ships, such as Chinese, who may
not be eligible to land here.

Such Dutch officers as may desire to
return to Holland will do so lit the ex-

pense of Uncle Sam. It la believed that
many of the sailors will elect to stay
hers and get wbrk ashore or enlist In our
merchant service.

GERMANS OPEN
BA TTLE STILL

HAIG'S LINE
BAKER CABLED

TIP ON DRIYE

Warned Wilson French Knew
Unprecedented Blow at

British 'Was Near.

CHANNEL FORTS GOAL

Nearest American Troops 68
Miles From Attack on

Britons' Line.

Sptclal Dttpatek to Tni Sex.
Washington. March 21. General

staff officers here are convinced that the
much advertised German drive at last
has begun.

There are hints that Secretary of War
Baker has cabled the President that
definite Information of a pending at-
tack on an unprecedented scale against
the British had been obtained by French
headquarters In the last two daya.
Bonar Law's statement In Parliament
that the attack launched by the Ger-
mans against the British was on a
greater scale than heretofore attempted
during the entire war bears out this
forecast.

Latest reports are that the Germans
have succeeded in massing enough man
power between Cambral and La Fere
to penetrate the British lines. This Is
admitted by the Hritlsh and already an-
nounced from Berlin. But the extent
of the real damage Inflicted by this blow
cannot yet be estimated.

Yielding of Ground Expected.
H already has been forecast that a

concentrated German attack might ne-
cessitate yielding of ground by the Brit-
ish. Warning to this effect already has
come from the British military leaders.
This, It Is explained, does not neces-
sarily mean that this ground Is defi-
nitely lost, but is in line with the policy
of letting the enemy come on to a given
point before striking back in the counter
offensive.

Military experts of the General Staff
here say Judgment cannot be passed on
the fighting until ths result of the. Brit-
ish counter offensive has' been evidenced.mAx bo
Cambrat In order to strike back at this
opportune time. The same tactics were
inter employed by the British when the
Germans oame forward on this section
of the front. The net result of attack
and counter attack explains the success
or failure of the offensive, It Is em-
phasized.

The objects which the Germans seek
to attain are naturally not altogether
clear. The consensus In military circles

Is that the German High Com-
mand Is aiming primarily at smashing
through to the Channel ports. Pos
session of tnese ports would threaten the
British line of communication, and would
give the Germans a submarine and
aerial base close to England's shores.

Channel Ports Objective.
There has been a prevalent belief here

that the Germans would strike near
where the British and French troops
Join. Good roads and other character-
istics of the terrain make this a prom-
ising fle'd for wide scale operations, It
is added. But the Allies have long real-
ized this, and there is Arm confidence to-
night that the advancing Germans will
get all and more than they bargained
for before the offensive and counter of-
fensive come fo an end.

The attack on the British line Is esti-
mated here to be sixty-eig- miles from
the most 'vestern point of the American
tropps. A sustained offensive by the
Germans is regarded as certain to in-
volve the Aroerlcan troops in the thick
of the fighting.

Encouragement Is felt here over the
fact that the military operations of the
Entente and the I'nlted States are low
at this moment of crisis In the hands
of tho Supreme War Council. Gen.
Tasker H. Bliss, the American Chief of
Staff, and Gen. Pershing doubtless are
assisting In the plana to cope with the
new German advance, which momen-
tarily threatens the whole allied posi-
tion by weakening the British line.

Reports received here state
that the German offensive apparently
has Included blows aimed at the French
In Lorraine and In the Verdun region.
Unusually heavy bombardment preceded
the Infantry attacks In all Instances.

The Germans are reported driven back
after violent hand tn hand fighting be-

tween Caurleres Wood and Bezlnvaux.
This Is taken as Indicating the flue
morale of the French defending forces,
which stood their ground and permitted
the attacking Germans to reach their
trenches before driving them back. Re-
ports state that the Germans fared badly
In the Ixirralne attack.

According to latest advices there Is
unshaken confidence In Ixndon that the
German forces which have penetrated
the British positions will be effectively
checked. So far there Is no hint that
the reserve forces, including combined
forces of Great Britain and the United
States, will have to be called on to
stiffen resistance to the German thrusts.

Art Dance Matinee
for "Sun" Fund To-da- y

"PHIS is the afternoon of the
cWarminsr recital by Louise

Morgan and fifty young society
girls, pupils in her classes of
esthetic, allegorical, classical
and Grecian dancing. The enter-
tainment is to be at the Play-
house, Forty-eight- h street near
Broadway, and the entire pro-
ceeds will come to THE SUN To-

bacco Fund. The full pro-
gramme is published on page 5
this morning.

WARNING! THE SUN TO-
BACCO FUND has no connection
with any other fund, organiza-
tion or publication. It employs
no agents or solicitors.

ATTACK-LACK-S

ANY PARALLEL

Outpost Troops Withdrawn,
According to Expectation,

Asserts Bonnr Law.

NO CAUSE FOR ALARM

Course Followed Conforms to

Recent Forecast. Made

by Chancellor.

London, March 21. The German at-

tack against the British lines y

was on a' larger scale than any made
previously during the war on any part
of the western front, Andrew Bonar
Law, spokesman of the Government, told
the House of Commons

"Our outpost troops," he added, "have
been withdrawn on one part of the line
which was very lightly held. This was
nothing more than was expected and
was In accordance with Instructions.
There was nothing In tho nature of a
surprise about the attack."

Mr. Bonnr Law reminded the House
that hn had given warning a week ago
that If such an attack were made the
attacking party would gain a certain
amount of ground, and the Government's
iniormauon so iar nin noi ieao xo ine
belief that anything beyond that had
happened.

"I am sure that with the knowledce
beforehand of what has happened In
similar attacks on either side," continued
Mr. Bonar Uw, "the House and country
will not be unnecessarily alarmed By In-

formation of that kind. Our staff mid
the Versailles Council naturally have
been considering what might happen In
the event of an attack. And I may tell
the House that this attack has been
launched on every part of our line we '
were Informed would.be attacked If an
attnek were undertaken at all.

"I may say that only three days ago
we received Information at the Cabinet
from headquarters In France tjjat they
had arrived definitely at the conclusion
that an attack would be launched Imme-
diately, and as they were prepared to
meet it the country need have no cause
for anxiety."

(PKTSK BELIEVED OF WOT.

Major-Gener- al will Get STth Di-

vision Ready for France.
fpfcial Pcpnteh to The 8o

i"mp WAnswoimt. Spartanburg. S C ,

March 21. Major-Ge- John- - F. O'llyan.
commanding the Twenty-sevent- h Di-
vision, made up of New York National
Guard troops, relieved y as
commander of I'amp Wadswotth. The
order is looked upon by the men of the
division ns the first step tnu.iid the
morment of the division to France,
since it removes much detailed work
from Gen. O'Ryan and will permit the
division commander to concentrate his
efforts on the training of the division.

Gen. O'Ryan's successor as camp com-
mander will be Brlg.-Ge- Guy Carleton,
commander of the Provisional Depot for
Cotp and Army troops. Ho will com-
mand nil troops at the camp except those
belonging to a division whose headquar-
ters Is at the camp.

FLAKES ATTACK HELGOLAND.

British Monitors Shell Oatrnd with
Good Results.

London. March 21. Ostend was bom-
barded by British monitors y and
Helgoland was attacked by seaplanes,
according to the ofllclal announcement

as follows:
Ostend was bombarded this after-

noon by British monitors with suc-
cessful results. Trior to the bom-
bardment feur enemy aircraft were
destroyed by our naval nlr squadron.
Knemy aircraft attacked the British
machines while spotting for the bom-
bardment, with the result that another
enemy machine was destroyed,

British seaplanes enaraged In recon-
naissance in Helgoland attacked en-
emy mine sweepers with machine gun
fire. There were no casualties on the
British side. All our machines re-

turned safely.

S. W. ARNHEIM DIES
IN AVIATION CRASH

Wa Head of Tailoring Cor-
poration Here.

An Associated Tress despatch from
Toronto last nlsht reported the death of
Cadet Samuel Walker Arnhelm, Royal
Fly I pit Corps, at Camp lllcks, Fort
Worth, Tex. The Information came first
In a report from the commandant of the
School of Aerial Gunnery at Camp Talia-
ferro, Texas, to the Canadian authori-
ties.

Cadet Arnhelm was the president of
the Marks Arnhelm Tailoring Corpora-
tion, ono of the oldest Institutions of the
kind In New Vork city. It was founded
by Mr, Arnhclm's father, and the
younger man Inherited the business. It
has Its main place at Broadway and
Ninth street and a branch at 30 Kast
Forty-secon- d street.

Mr. Arnhelm lived with his sister,
Mrs. W. W. Arnhelm. In 246 We.s! Knd
avenue. Another Bister, Mrs. M. F.
Untermyer, resides in HO West Seventy-fir- st

street,
Tho official statement of his death did

not give any details other than that he
was killed In an airplane accident yes-
terday afternoon. Mr. Arnhelm was
one of the most enthusiastic flyers In
the Royal Service. He made up his
mind last July that he would Join the
British flying forces and his associates
and bualness friends gave him a fare-
well dinner at which he told of his
ambition to do something for the allied
Powers.

Arnhclm's progress a rapid. He
became so proficient that he was ordered
two months ago to report at Fort Worth
as an Instructor. In a letter received
by his sister Tuesday he said that he
was well and was much pleased with
aviation work. i

GREA TES T OFFENSIVE OF WAR;
RA GING ON FIFTY MILE FRONT;
IS PIERCED AT SEVERAL PLACES

Where Germans Attacked the British Lines j
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The greatest battle of the war was opened by terrific artillery fire
from the German big guns over a front extending from the River Scarpe
on the north to La Fere on the south. This was followed by infantry at-
tacks of unprecedented magnitude, which reached their greatest con-
centration near Lagnicourt and Louveral on the north (t), where the
attempt was made to drive in the Flesquieres salient, just west of Cam-bra- i,

from the north, and at Gauche wood (a), where the same salient
was attacked from the east.

At the same time, there was heavy fighting in the St. Quentin dis-
trict (3), far to the south, extending down to Vendeuil (4), just above
Ma a v v

TEN 15,000 TON

SHIPS PLANNED

Shipping Board's Freighters
Are in Addition to Enier- -

gency Programme.

Special Tnpntch to Trts Srv
Washington, March 21. The Shipping

Board Is preparing for the construction
of ten lf.noo ton frclrhters for transat-
lantic service.

Kach of these vessels Is to be of the
double hull t'pe recommended by Rear
Admiral Taylor for defence against sub-

marine attack. They will be twice the
average slfe of vessels contracted for by
the Emergency Fleet Corporation and
will be fitted for expeditious handling of
cargo.

Contracts for the vessels will be placed
Just ns soon as specifications are ready,
and will add a total of 160,000 tons to
the building programme contemplated by
the fleet corporation,

It will bo several months before these
vessels can be laid down. It will be pos-slb-

to build them only In the old yards
where there are navy or other ways suf-
ficiently largo to accommodate them. All
ten contruete will go to one yard to sim-
plify construction, as all will be Identical
and parts can be fabricated for nil at
the same time.

While larger than the average cargo
carrying ships, these vessels will be but
half the size of the famed Minnesota,
probably tho largest cargo vessel afloat,
which Is more than 600 feet long and hus
a "dead weight" tonnage of more than
30,000.

Diplomats lieneh MnncbarM.
By the Aitociatrd Pret:

TEKIN, March in (delayed), The
Japanese Ambassador and Chinese Min-
ister to Russia, accompanied by a num-
ber of Americans, Japanese and Chinese,
have arrived in Manchuria from Petro.
trad. They were conducted to the Chi-
nes frontier by Red Guards.

LA FERE

NEW PEACE HINT

VIA AMSTERDAM

flonnan Offensive Reported
Set for March 27 if No Basis

for Farley Is Reached.

Lonpov, March 21 Seml-oflVl-

are on foot between Germany
and the Entente, In which Germany Is
dlsplang a strong Inclination for pface,
tho Catholic newspaper .VleutcaMnd rmi
Hctzcutlrn says It has learned, accord-
ing to tho Central News correspondent
nt Amsterdam.

This Amsterdam newspaper Is quoted
as adding that Its Information Is' that If
no basis for official negotiations was
reached by March 27 the Gorman of-

fensive In the west would ho begun.
According to reports from Petrograd,

dated Wednesday, a rumor Is current at
Moscow that Germany has offered Im-

portant concessions to tho Allies con-

ditioned upon tho recognition of tho
BrcHt-Litovs- k treaty of peace.

"The prize of victory muwt not and
will not f.ill us no soft peace, but one
which corresponds with Germany's In-

terests," Hmperor William telegraphed
the rVhleswig-HolMel- n lrovlnrlal Coun-
cil, according to a Kiel despatch re-
ceived here via Amsterdam. The Em-
peror's telegram wan sent In reply to a
congratulatory messuge.

"We are at the decisive moment of
the war, and one of the greatest mo-
ments In German hIMory," said Emperor
William In a tejegrum to the Rhenish
Provincial Council, according to n Cen-
tral News despatch from Amsterdam.

Field Marshal von Hlndenburg "Tias
telegraphed to the Tosen Provincial
Cnuncll as follows:

"God Wlll'llg. We Will oln nran.n,,,.
j the enemy In the. west and clear the way

WHITK SULTHPIt SPRINGS. W. VA.
Tha Oreenbrler, European plan. Wondarful
cureMva waters. N.Y, Offlce, The Plait xtv.J V'! ' ''J ' C I l

Five Hour Bombardment by Guns
of All Calibres Precedes Assault

by Many Thousands of
Infantrymen

ROAR OF CANNONADING HEARD AT
MANY POINTS ON ENGLISH COAST

British --Unable to Make Counter Attack, but
Report Germans Have Failed to Obtain

a Single Objective Losses
Are Enormous

LONDON, March 21. On the exact date,set in advance
by the Germans, the long heralded and much advertised
grand offensive was launched soon after dawn this morn-
ing by enormous masses of the Kaiser's legions against the
British front in France from the River Scarpe, north of Cam-bra- i,

to La Fere, below St. Quentin, a distance of more than
fifty miles'.

At nightfall the battle, undoubtedly the greatest of the
war in its scope and the number of men in action, was raging
with unabated fury, particularly in the British salient at
Flesquieres, just west of Cambrai, where German troops
were being hurled in attack after attack against both 3ides
of the projecting British line.

At the time when the latest reports were received, the
British counter attacks had not yet begun, although their
lines had been pierced in a number of places. British state-
ments said their outposts had been driven in and the troops
had been withdrawn from lightly held portions of the line;
Berlin asserted that the British lines had been actually
pierced.

At 3 o'clock this morning, long before daylight, the most terrific
bombardment that has been seen on the front in France began. A deluge
of shells, large and small, fell on the British lines and continued for
fully five hours. Many gas shells were used.

The artillery could be distinctly heard at Dover and other towns on
the east coast of England. The doors and windows of the houses at
Dover, for instance, were continuously shaken by the heavy concussions.
At Ramagnte, besides the sound of the cannonading, bright flashes were
seen at sea, while the vihiAtipn f ne explosion shook the windows and
dislodged tiles from the roofs.

For many miles the defences were swept bare by the tornado of
steel. Then, as the big guns suddenly became. quiet, the attacking waves,
thousands upon thousands of gray clad men, swarmed over the top
and made a dash for the British lines.

Covered by a dense pall of smoke and favored by the wind, they
were not seen at first, although the British knew, from the character of
the bombardment and its sudden cessation, that they were coming.

Haig Says Enemy Failed to
Attain

Field Marshal Halg's report to
ntprht admits that the British lines
were penetrated In places, but he as-
serts that the Germans' losses were
exceptionally heavy and that on no
part of the long front of fifty miles
did they attain their objective.

The most severe fighting, so far us
reports have been received, was near
the northern end of the line, west
and n little north of Cambral, in the
vicinity of Iagnicotirt and Ixmveral,
extending south to Gauche Wood,
near Gouzeaucourt, a front of nbout
sixteen miles. There were other In- -

fantry nttaclcs, however, at various
points along the line, extending to j

Vrndeull, below St. Quentin, and also j

along the front "held by the French, j

particularly In the sector Just east of
Verdun and on the front near Rhelms. j

Doubtless these were diversions de-
signed to keep the trench busy while
the great attack was being delivered
Hgninst the British.

The fighting y was of an ex-- 1

tremrly sanguinary character, and there
Is no doubt that the losses on both sides
will he enormous. One report stated th.it
the Germans were rmplojlng, for the,
first time on a large svale, a large num-- 1

her of tanks It Is known that tho Alls-tria-

took an Important part in the
battle, probably providing many of the
heavy guns used and tho crews to work
them

Ambulnnce I, Ine Formed.
Long lines or ambulances began form-

ing nt the Charing Cro.ss Ilallwav sta-
tion lato to receive wounded
men from Channel port trains.

Scenes not unlike those during the
battle of the Sommo were enacted, the
line of ambulances stretching away from
the station for four city blocks

Only small groups of night workers
and rallniad employees greeted the flint
arrivals from the front

The British were well prepared for the
attack and expected It y Not only
h.id the Ocrm.iiis set the day and sum-
moned neutral correspondents to gather
on Wednesday to witness the battle on
Thursday, but the same day had been
mentioned by a number of prisoners re-

cently taken as the date for an offensive.
Every preparation had been made, and
there Is little uneasiness here as
to t tic ultimate outcome

At no period has the British war ma-
chine been In such perfect condition,
fays the Associated Press correspondent
at the front; never before has there
been higher morale nr optimism among
tho British troops. The general Impres-
sion on the front, he adds, Is In agree-
ment with that of the Germans that
this Is th decisive contest of the war.
But on the British side there Is no
doubt that tho decision will eventually I

be In the Allies' favor. j

Germany Is staking everything on this
Play, und if the great attack falls tn
break clear through It Is believed that
the Germans will be Mulshed, for they
have nothing further to offer except a
gradually weakening defence.

London Itemnlna Calm.
Although the battle which is being

fought lit likely to develop into the
greatest struggle modern history ana1

a Single Objective
perhaps settle the result of the war the
hngllsh people preserve the same quiet
calm they have worn for the past four
years. There are no elgns of unusual
excitement or nervousness In London, no
crowds outside the newspaper offices or
elsewhere.

The Germans hail talked so freely
about their great offensive that many
people thought they were making a feint
to conceal some other policy. Some
looked for a campaign against Salonlca
Instead of a big attack In France. Re-

ports have been circulated that the Ger-
mans have built a large number of tanks
and supertank. hut tho British, who
first launched this weapon, are not likely
to be stopped by these, nor Is It con-
ceivable that they will lie behind in
numberH of tanks or improvements.

OFFICIAL REPORTS.
Knemy Objectives .Vot Attained,

Says British Statement.
Lokpon, March '.'1-- The British off-

icial report saa:
At about S o'clock this morning,

after an Intense bomliardment of both
high explosive and gas shells on our
forward positions and back areas, a
powerful Infantry attack was launched
by the enemy on a front of more than
fifty miles, extending from tho Rler
Olse In the neighborhood of I --a Tere

to the Sensee HHer, about Crolsllle.
A hostile artillery demonstration

has taken place on a wide front north
of m Hasscc Canal anil In the Vpres
sector.

The attack, which for some time
past was known to be In course of
preparation, has been pressed with
great vigor nnd determination
throughout the day. In the course of
the fighting the enemy broke through
our outpost positions and succeeded
In penetrating into our battle posi-
tions In certain parts of the front.

The attacks were delivered tn large
masses and have been extremely costly
to the hntlle troops engaged, whose
losei have been exceptionally heavy.

Severe fighting continues along the
whole front. Largo numbers of hos-
tile reenforclng troops have been' ob-

served during the day moving forward
behind the enemy's lines,

Several enemy divisions which had
been especially trained for this great
attack have nlrenly been Identified,
Including unite, of the guards.

Captured maps depleting the en-

emy's intentions show that on no part
of the long front of the attack has he
attained his objective.

F.arllrr Statement.
The day British report follows:

A heavy bombardment was opened
by the enemy shortly before dawn this
morning against our whole front from
the neighborhood of Vendeuil, south of
St Quentin, to the Itlve1- - Scatpe.

A successful raid was carried out
by iih last night In the neighborhood
of St, Quentin. Thirteen prisoners and
three machine guns were brought back
by our tn0s Prisoners also were
taken by us In patrol enrounters south-
east of Messlnes and In another suc-
cessful raid carried out by un south of
Houtholst forest.

A raid undertaken by the enemy in

, sTs. .v. ti, .li


